
"JUST BECAUSE IT’S A 
MILLION DOLLAR CLEAN
ROOM DOESN’T 
NECESSARILY MEAN IT
LOOKS LIKE ONE.

GIVE US A DRAMATIC, 
COLORFUL IMAGE 
OF THIS CUTTING EDGE
RESEARCH PROJECT."
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I absorb the info-tour as we're escorted through a

labyrinth of white corridors and research labs to our

location.  Peering through hermetically sealed win-

dows, we see what appears to be several, cramped

white rooms filled with complex bundles of tubing,

stainless containers and other biotech equipment.

I'm told this is a sterile, clean-room environment in

which genetically engineered cells are being grown.

Dress code calls for "bunny-suits," face masks, gloves,

hair nets, shoe covers and eye protection.

The fluorescent lighting is harsh, unflattering and,

for our purposes, unusable.  We will need our own

lights to create an exciting, colorful image.

Once inside, I find an intriguing situation with two

beautifully shaped, very red, glass vessels that I want

for the shot.  It's definitely interesting, but what is it,

really?   Is the process proprietary?  What are the

safety issues here?  Can we move or clean anything?

How much time do we have?  Each question has its

answer and helps me to develop a strategy, assign

tasks and structure our activities so that we are mini-

mally disruptive.

The situation calls for an eye-popping lighting solu-

tion, though I want it to be warm and friendly.  My

idea is fairly simple and straightforward, but under

the circumstances it's a slow, exacting and tedious

process.  I estimate six hours for setup.  Fortunately,

we're done in five.

The shoot takes only ten minutes.
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