
IT MAY NOT BE 
MUCH TO LOOK AT, 
BUT IT'S AN 
IMPORTANT

INDUSTRIAL 
OPERATION. 
WE NEED A
DRAMATIC IMAGE

THAT NO ONE WILL 
FORGET."

"



C
H
E
M
I
C
A
L
S

This is one of those obscure, production facilities 

I've seen many times.  It's the kind of dark, dirty,

noisy, smelly environment that the general public 

neither knows much about nor will ever personally

experience.  Most of the process is contained; the

product itself, hidden from view.  Yet somewhere, on

site lies the subject of an informative and intriguing

photograph.

When one of the process tanks is opened, I see

what appears to be continuous streams of molten

plastic droplets pouring into a large vat of hot oil.

There is no doubt in my mind that I have found

the location for my shot.

We have barely three hours to bring this image to life!

My assistant and I wear hard hats, ear plugs, goggles,

respirators and gloves, and protect our equipment

with baggies.  We must yell at each other to be

heard and cautiously move about with a sense of pur-

pose and urgency in the dim light.

Our first set of strobes freezes the drops, and

transforms them into sparkling beads falling in

concentric circles.  A few more lights illuminate

the oil, and it too is transformed, bubbling and

radiating with it's own orange glow.  One tiny,

gelled lamp placed directly beneath the inspector

completes the dramatic setup.

All I need is film...
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Industry: Petrochemicals
Location:Shreveport, LA
Story: Producing Catalytic
Additives for the Plastics
Industry






